10                                           MONK                                      CHAP.

Before he could join Bois-le-duc had fallen, and it
was not till 1631 that the Stadthold'er took the field
again. This year, however, saw the annihilation of the
Spanish flotilla which attempted to "surprise the island of
Tholen. Lord Oxford had command of the English
contingent, which was detailed to man the prince's boats,
and at last George tasted the sweets of victory. The
following year he was to witness one of the most brilliant
campaigns which had ever been fought in the Low
Countries. No sooner was the prince in motion than
Venlo, Stralen, Ruremonde fell in rapid succession, and
by the middle of June he had completely invested Maas-
tricht. Three armies flew to its relief, but the prince
beat them all, and at last was left to prosecute the siege
unmolested. The brunt of the work in the English lines
fell on Monk's regiment, but the young ensign passed
through the four months of almost daily fighting with-
out a scratch. His colonel was not so fortunate. The
earl was shot dead in the second month of the siege
while bringing up reinforcements to the support of the
advanced picket in the trenches. On August 21st
Maastricht capitulated, and the campaign was brought to
a glorious conclusion. Lord Vere returned to England,
having assigned the command of his regiment to George
Goring, the eldest son of Lord Norwich and the future
notorious cavalry officer of the Civil Wars.

It was about this time that Monk was promoted to the
rank of captain, and found himself in a position which
laid the foundations of his fortunes. He was in command
of the colonel's company, that is to say, a double company,
of which the colonel was nominal captain. For in the
early days of the regimental system every colonel had his